
As Fifth Avenue continues to show strong signs of life, 
you can hear what sounds like a strong heartbeat coming 
from Creative Souls Café.

The beat isn’t coming from a heart, but from one of the 
many live bands playing there on Friday and Saturday 
nights as part of the café’s Summer Concert Series.

Anna Bailey, who runs the café with her husband, David, 
felt the need for a nightlife in downtown Zephyrhills. 

Her solution to transfuse life into the downtown after 
dark was the sounds of live music. She plans to run the 
concert series every Friday and Saturday from 8 p.m. to 
midnight through the summer. Not wanting to limit the 
music to nighttime hours, Bailey also hosts young and solo 
artists on Saturdays from noon to 4 p.m.

“We’ve had this place packed,” Bailey said as the band 
The Ignitors played on stage. “Everybody loves live music 

INSIDE: Pg. 3A - City Flag Raised For First Time
Pg. 6A - Your Flag And My Flag

Pg. 7A - Surplus Items Bring Thousands
Pg. 8A - Free Summer Lunches Provided

Pg. 1B - New Owner Improves Jomax
Pg. 1B - Gomez Fighting For Family

Pg. 1B - Local Alumni To Convene
Pg. 3B - Music Fills Hospice Center Again

Volume VI • Issue 20 Your Hometown News Source • zephyrhillsfreepress.com June 22, 2017

Summer Nights Welcome Downtown Tunes

FREE PRESS
Zephyrhills

Frank Harrison, 45, address 
unknown, was fatally shot around 
10:23 p.m. on June 17 when he 
arrived armed with an assault rifle 
at the home of his ex-girlfriend, the 
Pasco Sheriff’s Office said.

Harrison had reportedly previously 
threatened to do harm to Alejandrina 
Guinn, 38, the PSO said.

Guinn, who had armed herself with 
a handgun, reportedly opened the 
door of her home at 5547 Armstrong 
St. and shot Harrison, according to 

the PSO. 
It is not known if any words were 

exchanged between 
the couple before 
the shooting took 
place.

Armstrong Street 
is east of Lincoln 
Heights and is in 
Pasco County.

No arrests have 
been made and 
Guinn is cooperating 

with investigators. The shooting is 
being investigated as a possible case 

of self-defense.
State correctional records indicate 

Harrison has been a convicted felon 
for more than 12 years and could not 
legally possess a firearm. 

He was convicted for third-degree 
homicide in 2003 after he fatally 
shot Shane Lani Sampson earlier that 
year when a shotgun he was holding 
went off. The blast hit Sampson, who 
was 23, in the stomach. The court 
found it was apparent Harrison had 
not intended to shoot Sampson but, 

Ex With Assault Rifle Fatally Shot
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The funk band The Ignitors play downtown last weekend as 
part of the Summer Concert Series at Creative Soul’s Café.

Summerfest 
This Saturday

What better way to kick off the start 
of summer than with an evening full of 
everything that encompasses the season? 
Presented by Simply Events, Summerfest 
is back for its third year in Zephyr Park 
from 4 to 9 p.m. this Saturday.

Get there early and bring a lawn 
chair, umbrella and any other desired 
picnic garb to secure your spot for the 

Many different vendors will be set up to entice festival-goers with their wares as 
attendees enjoy the sights and sounds of Summerfest.

by Keri McApine

Story and photos by Dave Walters
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Fifth Avenue Café Hosts Concerts

Sheriff’s Office Investigating Woman’s Act As Possible Self-defense

Celebrate Summer 
With Games, Fireworks

National Cat Adoption Month
They’re 

looking to 
you to help 
them find 

their fur-ever 
home

Visit Pasco County Animal Services 
or your local shelter today.

Photo by Dave Walters
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James William Garland, 19, of 38607 
Fourth Ave., was arrested 
by Zephyrhills police on 
June 6 on charges of do-
mestic violence / battery 
by strangulation and 
tampering with a witness 
by intimidation/threat. 
While involved in a ver-

bal argument, Garland allegedly punched 
the victim in the face multiple times, caus-
ing minor bruises and abrasions. He then 
allegedly placed the victim in a chokehold, 
restraining the victim’s ability to breathe. 
He also allegedly smashed the victim’s 
telephone to prevent her from calling the 
police. Garland and the victim live togeth-
er and are in an intimate relationship. An-
other person reportedly witnessed the inci-
dent. Garland was booked into the Pasco 
County Jail.

Denver Leo Davis IV, 34, of 3320 Dry 
Branch St., was arrested 
by Zephyrhills police on 
June 3 on a charge of 
violation of a domestic 
violence injunction. Da-
vis allegedly came into 
the Fried Penguin Bar, 
5534 Gall Blvd., at a 

time during which his ex-girlfriend was 
there. Davis allegedly approached his ex-
girlfriend, who had obtained a DVI 
against him, and got into an altercation 
with her and her current boyfriend. Davis 
allegedly chose to stay at the bar and ex-
change words with the victim and her 
current boyfriend and did not leave until 
forced to do so by staff. The incident was 
reportedly recorded on surveillance vid-
eo. An officer who observed the video de-
termined it to be consistent with what the 
victim said had occurred. Davis was ar-
rested after an up to date copy of the DVI 
was obtained and it was determined that 
he was in violation of it.

Robert Coulman, 49, of 37750 Dunbar 
Ave., was arrested by 
Zephyrhills police on 
June 2 on a charge of 
driving under the influ-
ence. A traffic stop was 
conducted when Coul-
man was allegedly ob-
served driving 55 mph in 

a posted 30 mph zone at 5:22 p.m. An 
open container of beer was reportedly ob-
served when the officer made contact with 
Coulman. Also, a 12-pack of beer was next 
to Coulman. His speech was observed to be 
slurred, his eyes were glassy and an odor 
of alcohol was reportedly emanating from 
Coulman’s breath. He reportedly told po-
lice he had previously consumed two beers 
and had taken prescription medicine. 

Coulman reportedly performed poorly on 
field sobriety exercises and refused to pro-
vide a breath sample. He was booked into 
the Pasco County Jail.

Twilla Ruth Wimmer, 51, of Tampa, 
was arrested by Zeph-
yrhills police on June 1 
on charges of retail grand 
theft and possession of a 
controlled substance 
without a prescription. 
She allegedly took 14 
items, valued at $568.19, 

while at Beall’s Department Store, 7425 
Gall Blvd., and concealed them inside her 
purse. She then allegedly passed all points 
of purchase without paying for the items. 
Loss prevention personnel made contact 
with her outside the store and recovered 
the stolen items. She was booked into the 
Pasco County Jail where her purse was 
searched. Two Alprazolam 25mg pills 
were reportedly found in a small jewelry 
box within the purse. The pills were identi-
fied via drugs.com. Wimmer reportedly 
did not have a prescription for the pills.

Michael Edward Etheridge, 52, of 
11817 Orangewood 
Drive, Dade City, was ar-
rested by Zephyrhills po-
lice on May 28 on a 
charge of retail theft. 
Etheridge allegedly re-
moved a tag from an 
item while in Walmart, 

7631 Gall Blvd., and replaced it with a tag 
for a cheaper item. He then allegedly 
scanned the item at the self-checkout area 
and placed it into a Walmart bag along 
with other items he had paid for. He then 
allegedly walked past all points of sale 
without paying the full value of the one 
item and exited via the garden center en-
trance. He was detained by loss prevention 
personnel and allegedly admitted, post Mi-
randa, to having removed the tag and re-
placing it with a cheaper tag. He was 
booked into the Pasco County Jail.

Leroy Porter Jr., 49, of 14734 12th St., 
Dade City, was arrested 
by Zephyrhills police on 
May 29 on a charge of 
driving while license sus-
pended or revoked ha-
bitual. A traffic stop was 
conducted on a vehicle 
Porter was driving for al-

legedly failing to stop for a red light. A re-
cords check disclosed Porter’s driver’s li-
cense had been suspended indefinitely on 
April 13. Also, it had been revoked for 60 
months on April 11, 2016, for habitual 
traffic violator and criminal fail to pay 
fines and for a non-judgement suspension. 

Porter was arrested for knowingly driving 
on a suspended or revoked license (habitu-
al traffic offender) and was booked into 
the Pasco County Jail.

Toni Ann Chociemeski, 54, of 
Douglasville, Ga., was ar-
rested by Zephyrhills po-
lice on May 31 on a 
charge of retail petit 
theft. The defendant al-
legedly selected several 
items from Walmart, 
7631 Gall Blvd., and con-

cealed them within Walmart plastic bags. 
She then allegedly proceeded to the self-
checkout area and scanned other items. 
She then allegedly exited the store without 
paying $21 for the seven concealed items.

Ryan M. Colvin, 27, of 38402 Corey St., 
was arrested by Zeph-
yrhills police on May 31 
on charges of trespass af-
ter warning and violation 
of probation or commu-
nity control. Colvin was 
taken into custody at 
Walmart, 7631 Gall Blvd. 

He reportedly had previously been tres-
passed from the store on May 22. It was 
also determined there was an active Pasco 
County warrant for Colvin’s arrest for VOP 
– possession of methamphetamine. He was 
booked into the Pasco County Jail upon 
confirmation of the warrant.

Austin Gregory Keller, 18, of 7848 23rd 
St., was apprehended by Zephyrhills police 
on May 28 on a charge of violation of a 
pretrial release – no contact order. Keller 
allegedly telephoned his mother from the 
Pasco County Jail. Keller’s mother told po-
lice he had been served a no contact or-
der which prohibited any communication 
with her to include third party communi-
cations. The victim reportedly hung up on 
Keller. Jail records confirmed that Keller 
had placed an outgoing telephone call on 
May 28 to the victim’s number. He was re-
arrested at the Pasco County Jail.

Chauntell Devaun Smith, 22, of 37945 
Seventh Ave., was arrest-
ed by Zephyrhills police 
on June 11 on a charge 
of domestic battery. 
Smith allegedly grabbed 
the strap of his girl-
friend’s purse, causing 
her to fall to the ground. 

He then allegedly punched her on the right 
side of her face with a closed fist and 
scratched her on the chest area and the left 
arm. The victim said she and Smith have 
been together for two months. Post Miran-
da, Smith denied having caused any inju-

ries to the victim. He was booked into the 
Pasco County Jail.

Nickoll S. Haughn, 30, of 38908 Ninth 
Ave., was apprehended 
by Zephyrhills police on 
June 1 on an active Pasco 
County warrant charging 
her with failure to appear 
– larceny petit theft. She 
was booked into the Pas-
co County Jail upon con-

firmation of the warrant.

Danny Eugene Lewis, 48, of 38026 14th 
Ave., was arrested by Zephyrhills police 
on June 7 on charges of grand theft and 
violation of probation. On May 20, Lewis 
allegedly took two air conditioning units, 
valued at $379.98, from Ollie’s Bargain 
Outlet, 5935 Gall Blvd., without paying 
for them. Lewis allegedly returned on May 
24 and took another air conditioning unit, 
valued at $189.99, without paying for it. 
The store manager told police both thefts 
had been recorded on the store’s video sur-
veillance system. Police contacted Lewis 
at Ollie’s on June 7 and he was positively 
identified from the store video. Post Mi-
randa, he reportedly admitted to having 
taken the air conditioners. A records check 
indicated Lewis was on felony probation 
for petit theft – third conviction. He was 
booked into the Pasco County Jail.

Joseph Christopher Flowers, 34, of 
4850 16th St., was ar-
rested by Zephyrhills po-
lice on June 7 on two 
counts of battery and one 
count of violation of pro-
bation. Flowers allegedly 
became involved in a 
verbal argument with 

two juveniles for causing his dogs to bark. 
He allegedly confronted them when they 
were no longer on his property and struck 
both victims in the face. Flowers report-
edly stopped hitting the juveniles when 
another person told him they were calling 
the police. One of the victims had fallen 
and Flowers allegedly hit that person in 
the face again when they got back on their 
feet. At the time of the altercation Flowers 
was on probation out of Polk County (ex-
piring Aug. 7, 2021) for burglary. Post Mi-
randa, Flowers said he had told the kids 
several times to leave and that he had 
walked through an alleyway behind his 
home to talk to the person he believed to 
be the older of the two juveniles. Flowers 
was booked into the Pasco County Jail.

 The information provided in the Zeph-
yrhills Police report is taken from public 
record. All parties are considered innocent 
until proven guilty.

Zephyrhills Arrests
Man Allegedly Beat And Choked Girlfriend

JOY~LAN Drive In Theatre

SWAP SHOP • FLEA MARKET

Wed. & � urs.
June 28-29

Closed
Monday 

&Tuesday

SUNDAYs ONLY
GATES OPEN AT 5AM

$5.00 per person
Children 4-9 $1.00

352-567-5085352-567-5085 US 301 • NORTH OF DADE CITYwww.JoyLanDriveIn.com    

BUY 1 ADMISSON AND 
GET 1 ADMISSION FREE!

WITH COPY OF THIS AD
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BOGO:
Fri. thru Sun.

June 23-25

Pirates of the Caribbean: Dead Men 
Tell No Tales • PG-13 – 10:45 PM

Cars 3
G – 8:45 PM

COMING JUNE 30
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MURRELL
PEST CONTROL, INC

McLeod Family Owned Since 1984

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
LICENSED & INSURED
FREE INSPECTION & ESTIMATES

(352) 583-3332
(800) 843-7074

Foundation Pre-Treatments
Termite & Household Pest Control • Tent Fumigation
Lawn & Ornamental Pest Control • Rodent Control

20718 US 301, Dade City

5131 GALL BLVD. • ZEPHYRHILLS • (813) 783-9371

FREE PICK UP AND DELIVERY!

Visit Our Showroom Today!
Over 100 Carts in Stock & Ready to Deliver!

Lift Kits  •  Cargo Beds  •  Rear Seat Kits • Wheels  •  LED Lights
Extended Roofs • Mirrors  •  Turn Signals  •  Complete Line of Accessories

48 
Months

See dealer for details
0
2017

%
E-Z-GO® 2FIVE®
• Onboard Charger
• 25 Mph
• Speedometer
• Auto Parking Brake
• Hydraulic Disk Brakes
• 2-Speed Windshield Wiper
• Locking Glove Box
• Automotive Glass
• 3-point Seat Belts
• Hydraulic Shocks
• 10” Street Wheels
• 12-volt Accessory Outlet

$200 OFF 
any 

New Cart 
in stock 

With coupon 
Expires 6/30/17

$100 OFF 
any 

Pre-owned 
Cart in stock 

With coupon 
Expires 6/30/17

Payments 
As Low As  $196 

No Down Payment 
0% For 48 

Months

because he was a convicted felon, he 
was in illegal possession of a firearm 
when the shooting occurred.

Harrison had only been out of prison 
for 10 months when he was shot by 
Guinn, authorities said.

Recent changes the Florida 
Legislature made to the Stand Your 
Ground law will make it necessary for 
the State Attorney’s Office to prove 
Guinn had another course of action she 
could have taken to protect herself.

Prosecutors opposed the revised 
Stand Your Ground law that Gov. Rick 
Scott signed on June 10. Many said the 
revision would make it more difficult to 
convict people who committed acts of 
violence and then claimed self-defense.

Previously, the shooter had to prove 
their actions were justified under the 

law the state first enacted in 2005.
That was the case when Curtis Reeves 

Jr., 74, a retired Tampa police captain, 
asserted a Stand Your Ground defense 
regarding his alleged fatal shooting of 
Chad Oulson, 43, on June 13, 2014. 

Reeves is charged with second-
degree murder and aggravated battery. 

He allegedly shot Oulson after the 
two men argued over Oulson using a 
cell phone to send text messages during 
previews being shown prior to the start 
of a movie at the Grove Cobb 16 theater 
in Wesley Chapel.

Pinellas-Pasco Circuit Judge Susan 
Barthle denied Reeves’ Stand Your 
Ground defense on March 10 and he 
will stand trial for the two offenses. If 
convicted, he could be sentenced to a 
minimum of 25 years in prison. 

Shooting • Continued from Page 1A

City Flag Raised For First Time

The Silver Oaks community showed 
its Flag Day spirit by honoring the five 
branches of the military and the City of 
Zephyrhills.

Five flag poles were erected at the 
entrance of the community where each 
of the flags of the United States military 
branches will fly with the American flag. 
Flying beneath the American Flag is now 
the official flag of the City of Zephyrhills.

In an abbreviated program that 
was moved indoors, members of the 
community celebrated the new flag poles 
and the city flag presentation as part of a 
revitalization project within Silver Oaks.

City officials approved the flag design 
roughly five years ago, but it wasn’t until 
now that it has flown anywhere in the 
city.

Rep. Danny Burgess, R-Zephyrhills, 
grew up as a Silver Oaks kid and now 
owns a home in the community with his 
wife and two children.

“We’re the first in the entire city to 
fly this flag,” said Burgess, who was 
the mayor of Zephyrhills when the flag 
design was approved. “It’s a special 
day. I grew up in this neighborhood and 
now I own a home in this neighborhood 
where I can raise my family. This is truly 
special.

“When I pull off of Eiland Boulevard 
into Silver Oaks and see those flags fly, it 
makes me very proud. It shows you the 
patriotism this community has today and 
every day.”

Silver Oaks is also the home of city 
councilman Lance Smith, whose family 
has been part of the land surrounding 
Silver Oaks for generations.

“It’s great. My grandfather would be 
so proud.” Smith said. “That is truly 
veteran pride with the branch flags flying 

at the entrance. I’m sure we have people 
from each of those branches living in 
here. Flag Day is a great day to do this.”

Silver Oaks Holds Flag Day Ceremony

Jeff Collins and Rick Failla display the City of Zephyrhills official flag during a Flag Day 
event at Silver Oaks on June 14.

Story and photo by Dave Walters
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East Pasco Events
June 22 – Summer Education Series 
– Rosecastle of Zephyrhills presents a 
summer education series from 5:30-
6:30 p.m. with featured speaker Craig 
Mayers from Olympian Research, 
who will present various health 
topics with a focus on Alzheimer’s 
and memory care. Dinner is included. 
Contact Jennifer at jhancock@
rosecastle.life for information and to 
RSVP. Rosecastle is located at 37411 
Eiland Blvd.

June 23 – Eight Secrets to Weight 
Loss – Are you curious about how to 
shed pounds? Best kept secrets are 
shared. Held from 1-2 p.m. at Florida 
Hospital Zephyrhills’ Creation Health 
Wellness Center, 38233 Daughtery 
Road. Reservations required by calling 
(813) 779-6476 for this free program.

June 24 – Zephyrhills SummerFest 
– This family friendly event celebrates 
summer, families and our great 
country. Held from 4-9 p.m. at Zephyr 
Park, 38116 Fifth Ave. Bring your 
lawn chairs and a blanket. Event 
will feature watermelon eating and 
dance contests, a kids area, local food 
vendors and fireworks over the lake. 
Family and pet friendly. Entry and 
parking is free. Proceeds benefit the 
Samaritan Project of Zephyrhills. 

June 25 - 47th Annual ZHS Alumni, 
Teachers and Friends Reunion – 
Held at the Zephyrhills Lions Club, 
5827 Dean Dairy Road. Registration 
begins at 11 a.m. with a covered-
dish luncheon at 1 p.m. followed by 
announcements and recognitions 
at 2 p.m. This reunion is for anyone 
who attended, taught or worked at 
any of the Zephyrhills schools from 
elementary through high school and 
their families. Dress is casual and no 
admission charge. Bring a covered-
dish to share. Contact Clereen Morrill 
Brunty at Clereen@tampabay.rr.com 
or (813) 782-8763 after 6 p.m. for 
information. 

June 26 – Summer Smoothie Demo 
– Sample a patriotic and nutritious 
smoothie. Held from 2-3 p.m. at 
Florida Hospital Zephyrhills’ Creation 
Health Wellness Center, 38233 
Daughtery Road. Program is free, but 
reservations are required. Call (813) 
779-6476 for information.

July 1 – Fireworks at Skydive City – 
Stick around after sunset and enjoy a 
firework display right out in the landing 
area. OneBlood blood drive will be at 
Skydive City from 3-8 p.m. Donate a 
pint of blood and receive a free regular 
jump ticket (experienced skydivers 
only). Skydive City is located at 4241 
Sky Dive Lane. Call (813) 783-9399 for 
information or visit skydivecity.com 
for a full list of 4th of July weekend 
activities at Skydive City. Share the 
power of giving blood and save the life 
of someone in need.  Help spread the 
word about the important role blood 
donations hold in our community.

July 1 – Johnny Shelton at Rhythm 
& Brews – Back by popular demand, 
bi-monthly Saturday throughout the 
summer will feature a local fan favorite 
and a finalist on America’s Got Talent. 
Cover charge is $5. Held from 8-11 p.m. 
at Rhythm & Brews, 4711 Gall Blvd. 
Call (813) 395-6957 for information.

July 4 – Sparklebration – Celebrate 
the 4th of July at the Pasco County 
Fairgrounds’ annual Sparklebration 
event. Held at 36722 S.R. 52 with gates 
opening at 4 p.m. Parking is $5 and entry 
for adults is $5. Children 12 and under 
are free. Live music, watermelon eating 
contests, delicious food vendors, games 
and a nighttime fireworks display will 
be featured. A kids zone offers a $10 
all you can play wristband. Call the 
Fair office at (352) 567-6678 or visit 
www.pascocountyfair.com for more 
information about Sparklebration.

July 8 – The Lives of Butterflies 
– Kids, come learn the exciting life 
cycle of butterflies. Hear how they get 
their wing color, what they eat and 
more. This seminar will explain many 
facts you probably didn’t know about 
these beautiful friends. Adults are 
welcome also. Registration required 
on Eventbrite. Held from 10-11 a.m. 
at Zephyrhills Library, 5347 Eighth St. 
Call (813)996-2411 for information.

July 12 – Stronger Bones, Safer 
Homes – Tips for preventing home 
injuries so you will stay out of rehab. 
Held from 1-2 p.m. at Florida Hospital 
Zephyrhills’ Creation Health Wellness 
Center, 38233 Daughtery Road. Call 
(813) 779-6476 for information and 
required reservations.

For more events visit www.pasconewspubs.com

7341 Gall Blvd. • Zephyrhills, FL 33541
813-395-5963 • anytimefi tness.com

Call or visit today for your 
FREE 7 DAY PASS

SPECIAL OFFER FOR THE FIRST 50 NEW MEMBERS!

$0 TO ENROLL       2 FREE P.T. SESSIONS
WITH MEMBER SIGNUP (A $200 VALUE)

24HR TRAINING  |  PERSONAL TRAINING  |  SMALL GROUP TRAINING  |  ACCESS TO 3000+ LOCATIONS

AND

Good Food ~ Cold Beer
38426 5th Avenue

Downtown Zephyrhills
(813) 312-4687

Zephyrhills’ own

Creative 
    Soul’s 
         Café

Summer Concert Series
Friday • 8pm - midnight

Rebel Soul
Saturday • noon - 4pm

Rachel
Saturday 8pm - midnight

That Guy and Us
N O W  S E R V I N G  D I N N E R  5 - 8 p m

Many people think several military 
and fraternal organizations here in east 
Pasco County are private and you have 
to become a member in order to check 
them out. As most of you know, there 
is always something going on almost 
every day at each and every one. I am 
not sure about what it takes to become a 
member of most, but I can speak about 
the nonprofit organization AMVETS.

Short for American Veterans, 
AMVETS is the largest and oldest 
veteran’s service organization. It was 
founded on July 23, 1947 when then 
President Harry Truman signed Public 
Law 216, which granted a Congressional 
Charter to AMVETS.

Years ago, I was the co-announcer 
of the Magical Night Christmas Parade 
in Dade City with my good friend 
Joey Wubbena. Between both of us we 
knew just about every organization 
and person represented in this parade. 
At one parade I saw a group I wasn’t 
familiar with and I came to find out they 
represented AMVETS. After the parade 
someone from the group invited me to 
come and check them out. I asked one 
of my friends, Gordon Hyde, a Vietnam 

veteran, to check it out with me. 
Upon arrival, we signed in as guests 

and immediately felt like family. After 
visiting several times and enjoying 
great fellowship, good food and some 
awesome music, we both decided to 
join. Even if you didn’t serve in the 
military you might have a blood relative 
who did. AMVETS has different groups 
within it like The Sons of AMVETS and 
the Auxiliary for women, just to name 
a few. You can come as a guest as often 
as you like provided you sign the guest 
book. You will probably find something 
that really interests you and hopefully 
will come back again and again as many 
do. 

If you like to play BINGO then come 
on Mondays from 1 to 4 p.m. Every 
Tuesday Karl Sapp, a great country 
artist, plays from 4 to 7 p.m. You can 
dance or just listen as you enjoy an 
adult beverage. You can play corn toss 
on Wednesdays. On Thursday they have 
a meat raffle from 4 to 7 p.m. Fridays 
are the famous fish dinners from 4:30 
to 6:30 p.m. If you don’t like fish they 
have shrimp or chicken tenders. Friday 
night is country music from 7 to 10 p.m. 
and Saturdays is anything but country 
from 7 to 10 p.m. Oh, and the dance 
floor is open both nights. Sundays is 
e-bowling beginning at 1:30 p.m.

This group gives back to the 
community and helps veterans and 
to me that’s what it is all about. They 
would love to welcome you so why 
don’t you check them out?

The AMVETS is located at 4645 
Airport Road in Zephyrhills. Stop in 
and get a calendar of upcoming events 
or check them out on Facebook at 
AMVETS POST 550. You can also give 
them a call at (813) 780-8180 for more 
information. 

AMVETS Not 
Just For Veterans 

Commentary
First 

Things 
First
Greg First
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The Rest 
Of The 
Story

Dave Walters

Commentary

When you think of your childhood, 
you can probably pinpoint a wonderful 
memory or two featuring a family 
outing to the drive-in movie theater.

For us in east Pasco County, those 
memories come from taking the family 
to the Joy-Lan Drive-In in Dade City. 
Whether you were from Zephyrhills, 
Dade City, Ridge Manor, Crystal Springs, 
Wesley Chapel or beyond, a Friday or 
Saturday night at Joy-Lan was part of 
the fabric of your family’s memories.

Wednesday marked the 88th birthday 
of the late memory maker Harold 
Spears, esteemed owner of the Joy-Lan 
Drive-In and the Silver Moon Drive-In 
of Lakeland.

Originally founded in 1950, Joy-
Lan is one of less than 10 drive-ins 
remaining in the state, including the 
Lakeland theater. 

Spears kept a dying breed of 
entertainment alive for all of us and 
fortunately, we took advantage of his 
passion for the movies.

We backed our car, truck or SUV into 

the space. We put the speaker into the 
window or drained our battery listening 
to the feed on the car radio.

I’m sure many of you unfolded your 
outdoor chairs, put the cooler next 
to you and made a family night out 
complete with drinks and snacks. No 
matter what you may have brought to 
the party, you always hit the concession 
stand for a favorite item.

It could have been a hot dog, ice 
cream, nachos, but everybody purchased 
their bag or bucket of popcorn. There 

is nothing like 
hot popcorn and 
a movie and you 
didn’t have to be 
in a theater to 
enjoy. 

There’s some-
thing about be-
ing out under the 
stars with a mov-
ie playing on the 
giant screen. For 
a kid, that screen 

was the biggest TV they ever saw. It was 
larger than life.

So was Harold Spears.
The lives he impacted through 

his theaters is a number I can’t even 
fathom. For us in in east Pasco, the 
place we found joy with our families 
was ironically called Joy-Lan.   

His obituary said he was a devoted 
father, grandfather, great-grandfather 
and friend to many. What it fails 
to mention is that Harold brought 
families closer together. He brought 
the traditional family outing back and 
shared it with a new generation.

I’m sure he knew exactly what he was 
doing and he did it because he loved 
people and he loved the movie business.

Thank you, Harold.

Movie Man 
Will Live On 
In Memories

Harold Spears

and this is going to be the downtown, 
live music place to go.” 

The café was just a breakfast/lunch 
eatery when it opened in March, but 
that quickly changed to have the 
doors open for dinner and evening 
entertainment.

Bailey would like to see other 
establishments downtown feature 
live music to bring more life to Fifth 
Avenue.

“I want it to be where people come 
here to listen to music and then go 
across the street to another place and 
listen to music and keep it going,” 
Bailey said. “Then it could be a cool 
place where people come downtown 
and stay local.

“We need people to realize that 
downtown has stuff going on. We 
need to get people to come down 
here. There are 13,000 people in 
Zephyrhills. If they came out one 
time a month and do something fun, 
think about how that would grow this 
downtown. It will take community 
support.”

She started her first business, 
Outside the Box on Fifth Avenue in 
August 2016 and opened Outside the 
Box, Too two doors down around 
Christmastime. Sandwiched in 
between the craft and art stores is 
Creative Souls Café.

“I don’t dream small,” Bailey said. 
“I don’t know how to dream small. 
That’s why we’re making this a big 
thing for downtown.”

Tunes • Continued from Page 1A

Live entertainers can be seen and heard from outside the Creative Soul’s Café on 
Fifth Avenue.
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5117 GALL BOULEVARD
ZEPHYRHILLS, FL 33541

813-715-4359
WWW.PASCOTURF.COM

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK

DOWNLOAD & 
SHARE OUR APP

Get On 
Board!

TRINITY VIP TRAVEL
has

withmerged K&M Travel
More than 50 Years Experience in 

Cruising/Vacation Packages & Motorcoach Tours!

813-788-6686 
www.kmtravel.com
cruise@kmtravel.com

TRINITY VIP TRAVEL 
352-597-4822

www.trinityviptravel.com
K&M
Travel, Inc.

TRAVEL with 
IP CASINO RESORT’S
#1 TOUR OPERATOR

in FLORIDA
Professionally Guided Tours

BILOXI
GAMBLING

OUR ANNUAL VALENTINE’S 
CRUISE IS BACK!
CARNIVAL MIRACLE
FEB 10-17 2018

Now taking reservations 
for upcoming trips. 

Call Today!
Check out our websites for much more!

Starting at $795 pp/dbl
8-Day Exotic 

Western Caribbean Cruise 
Leaving From Tampa
Cruising Grand Cayman, 

Mahogany Bay, Belize & Cozumel
Includes bus transfers from Zephyrills, FL

Your Flag And My Flag

Every year, Flag Day is honored to 
recognize the history behind the iconic 
stars and stripes of the United States flag. 
On June 14, members of the American 
House Zephyrhills and American Legion 
Post #15 in Dade City honored the flag 
and all it stands for by engaging locals 
with some patriotic fanfare.

American House Zephyrhills residents, 
staff and guests all adorned in red, white 
and blue gathered outside the facility’s 
main entrance at 11:45 a.m. to watch the 
flag ascend. Afterwards, all were invited 
into the lavishly decorated dining room 
to partake in a patriotic lunch of hot 
dogs and hamburgers while local band 
Elwood’s Trio provided some mood 
music. 

Since the facility became American 
House, it has hosted a number of 
events sporting the “American” theme. 
Executive Director Virginia Rice loves to 
see the smiles such ceremonies bring to 
the faces of her residents and to members 
of the community. 

“Flag Day is an American House 
tradition,” said Rice. “Anytime we 
have a patriotic event, the Zephyrhills 
community embraces it with positive 
attendance.”

Before American House Zephyrhills 
opened its doors to the public for their 
second annual Flag Day celebration, the 
American Legion Post #15 in Dade City 
had already concluded their own event.

At 10 a.m., the American Legion 

invited members of the community to join 
them in paying tribute to the American 
flag. County Commissioner Ron Oakley, 
District 1, city commissioners Jim Shive 
and Nicole Deese Newlon, and Bob 
Hatfield from the office of U.S. Rep. Gus 
Bilirakis attended to reflect upon our 
nation’s history. The ceremony was led 
by Edward Gorecki, the newly elected 
leader of the American Legion Post #15. 

“As a veteran and an American, it’s 
a day that we honor the flag in the 
courteous way,” said Gorecki. “It irritates 
us when we see people destroying the 
flag, spitting on it, throwing it on the 
ground. But, unfortunately, some of us 
fought under that flag to give people that 
right to express themselves.”

The event concluded with the disposal 
of worn and weathered flags collected 
from the community. Almost 300 flags 
were burned in the traditional fashion. 
Many may balk at the idea of burning a 
symbol of country, but Gorecki and his 
fellow veterans see it as an act of the 
utmost respect.

“That way we know it’s destroyed 
properly,” Gorecki explained. “It’s not 
going to go to a landfill under a heap of 
garbage. Cremation is the way a veteran 
usually goes; the flag goes the same 
way.” 

Both events embodied the spirit of 
true patriotism. Just as the flag served 
as a source of inspiration for veterans as 
they fought bravely in grueling battles 
for our freedom, it acts as a symbol of 
hope for others in today’s trying times. 

Pasco County Celebrates Flag Day

American House Director Virginia Rice has worked at the facility coming up on nine 
years. “My favorite part will always be the residents and being a part of their lives,” she 
said at last week’s Flag Day event.

Story and photos by Emily Kochanski

Residents and guests gathered in the dining room for an all-American lunch of 
hamburgers and hot dogs. 
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Surplus Items Bring City Thousands

When auctioneer Robert Milic shouted 
“Sold” for the final time on Tuesday, 
the city netted $7,600 from the surplus 
items.

The treasure trove consisted of old 
computers, office furniture, electrical 
devices, a lightbar from a police car, 
paintings, clocks and hundreds of other 
assorted items.

Many of them had been tucked away 
in storage for years and the rest were 
deemed unnecessary for use when the 
new City Hall opens in 2018.

Milic, of Tampa Liquidation Center, 
LLC, has more than 30 years of experience 
as an auctioneer. His skill was apparent 
as he stood on a ladder, high above the 
crowd, while the auction was held in the 
former city council chambers at 5335 
Eighth St.

Using a microphone to bark out 
suggested prices, Milic cajoled the 
approximately 30 bidders and pointed 
at them while trying to get them to bid 
higher. It worked in some cases when 
bidders became competitive in their 
quest to buy that special item they had 
set their eyes on.

Arjay Morgan was particularly happy 
with one of the items he won during the 
two-hour auction.

“I ran against (Councilwoman) Liz 
Geiger and she won by one vote,” Morgan 
said of the 2004 election. “I couldn’t win 
a council seat, so I bought one for $10.”

It only took him 13 years to get it.
Ian Anderson outbid others for some 

computers on Tuesday. He had carefully 
inspected many of them during a two-
hour preview for bidders before the 
auction started promptly at 10 a.m.

Anderson operates the New Port 

Richey-based AndersonTech. He said 
he avoided many of the computers with 
damaged capacitors because he didn’t 
want to repair them. He was looking for 
good equipment he could quickly resell, 
Anderson explained.

A light bar that had once graced the 
roof of a Zephyrhills Police Department 
cruiser was purchased by Semanco 
Enterprises. Since Semanco Enterprises is 
a Thonotosassa-based auction company, 
there’s a good chance the light bar may 
be back on the auction block soon.

Total sales were close to $8,400 as 
winning bidders had to pay a 10 percent 
premium on their purchases. Tampa 
Liquidation received close to $800 for 
conducting the auction.

Karen Miller, of the city’s purchasing 
department, said she was pleased with 

the money the city received through 
the auction. Miller suggested holding 
the auction when city leaders were 
pondering what to do with all the surplus 
items. 

Space is limited at the City Hall 
Annex, located at 5344 Ninth St., where 
most of the offices relocated to from the 
old City Hall. It wasn’t practical to keep 
items because much of the equipment 
wouldn’t meet the city’s needs after work 
is completed on the new City Hall.

“We just figured it’d be a good way to 
get a little money back from these items,” 
City Manager Steve Spina previously 
told the Zephyrhills Free Press. “We’ve 
got a lot of old equipment that we’ve had 
for years.

Including, it appears, the one desk 
that didn’t sell on Tuesday.

Only One Desk Remaining After Auction

Auctioneer Robert Milic works the room 
during Tuesday’s auction held in the 
former City Council chambers.

Story and photos by Joe Potter

Men look over several available items before the start of Tuesday’s auction of 
Zephyrhills City Hall surplus equipment.

Arjay Morgan waited 13 years to be able 
to sit behind the dais in the former City 
Council chambers. He won this former 
councilman’s chair with a bid of $10.
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Free Summer Lunches Provided Around Town

School’s out, so power up for summer 
fun with a good meal. 

Pasco County Schools and the United 
States Department of Agriculture are 
coming together again to serve summer 
meals for kids and teens in need. 

The summer meal program is open to 
all children age 18 and younger. There 
is no enrollment process and no cost. 
Meals are meant to be healthy and well 
balanced, with backup options if a child 
does not like a certain meal. 

Some locations are at churches or 
schools while others are served out of 
one of the signature Summer BreakSpot 
mobile meal buses. Meals are available 
during a specific time slot each week 
day.

General Zephyrhills locations and 
times are listed below. All locations serve 
lunch Monday through Friday through 
Aug. 4 unless noted otherwise. Select 

locations are able to serve breakfast. 
• Zephyr Skate Park Mobile Station, 

4626 Krusen Field Road. Lunch is served 
from 1:15 to 1:45 p.m. 

• Zephyr Park Mobile Station, 5039 
4th St. Lunch is served from 12 to 1 p.m.

• Raymond B. Stewart Middle School, 
38505 10th Ave. Breakfast is served 
from 7:30 to 8:45 a.m. Lunch is served 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 

• Woodland Elementary School, 38203 
Henry Drive. Breakfast is served from 
7:15 to 8 a.m. Lunch is served from 11 
a.m. to 12 p.m. 

• West Zephyrhills Elementary School, 
37900 14th Ave. Breakfast is served 
Monday through Thursday from 7:15 to 
8 a.m. Lunch is served Monday through 
Thursday from 10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
This location stops serving July 20.

Be sure to check the website below 
for holiday schedules and other days off, 
which are not listed above.

A full list of Summer BreakSpot 
locations can be found by visiting 
summerbreakspot.freshfromflorida.com 
or by calling (813) 794-2480 for more 
information. 

Program Running 
Through Aug. 4

The meal bus station at Zephyr Park is the most popular meal spot in Zephyrhills. Spot 
manager Gail Hohense said last year that an average of about 50 kids per day stopped 
by for a free, nutritious meal.

Staff Report

Photos by Keri McAlpine

The Summer Break Spot program has meal buses that travel to different spots in town 
serving free lunches to kids under 18. The bus is outfitted with slender benches and 
tables along the sides so kids can eat their meal in the air conditioned bus.
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PLACE ORDERS ONLINE • VALUABLE COUPONS
Email Sign-Up • PiccolaItaliaRestaurant.com

37502 SR 54 West • Zephyrhills • 782-2856

Italian – American
Restaurant

N.Y. Style Pizza • Spaghetti & Meatballs • Homemade Cheesecake

All Dinners 
Homemade

Monday -
Thursday 
ANY SIZE 

PIZZA
BUY 1 
GET 1 
HALF 
PRICE

HAPPY 
HOUR 

ALL DAY!
2 for 1 on 

select wines 
and draft beers

$3.95 
Stella Artois

HOURS : Mon.-Thurs.11:00am-8:00pm • Fri. 11:00am-9:00pm
Sat. 4:00pm-9:00pm • Closed Sun.

All dinners include soup or salad & garlic bread

MONDAY
   Spaghetti or Ziti, 2 meatballs 
   or 1 sausage .....................................$9.50
TUESDAY
   Baked Spaghetti ............................$10.95
   Rigatoni Pomodoro .......................$10.75
WEDNESDAY
   Spaghetti or Ziti, 2 meatballs 
   or 1 sausage .....................................$9.50
   Chicken Penne Alfredo .................$12.95

THURSDAY
    Pork Osso Buco............................$12.95
    Chicken Parmesan ........................$13.50
FRIDAY
    All You Can Eat Whitefi sh .............$9.95
    Haddock .......................................$11.25
    Lobster Ravioli .............................$13.95
  Shrimp & Broccoli Cavatelli .........$14.95
SATURDAY
    Lasagna ........................................$10.95
    Alla Romana .................................$12.95

DINNER SPECIALS

evening fireworks, which will kick off 
around 9 p.m. This year’s fireworks show 
will be bigger and better than ever and is 
sponsored by the City of Zephyrhills, said 
Sonya Bradley of Simply Events.

There will be plenty of activities for 
the whole family to enjoy leading up to 
the nighttime show. A live DJ will guide 
the crowd through dance contests, a 
watermelon eating contest and a hot dog 
eating contest. 

A new addition to this year’s Summerfest 
is the Summerfest Games, where families 
of four or two will be able to compete in 
a series of relay-type races including sack 
races and a “flamingo run,” which is sure 
to be hysterical, Bradley said. 

The extra contest was added to make 
the event more interactive and encourage 
attendance to keep events like Summerfest 
continuing in future years.

“If you live in Zephyrhills and you 

want more of these events people have to 
come and support them. And it will grow 
at a healthy pace if people support it,” 
Bradley said. 

The Samaritan Project of Zephyrhills 
will be in charge of the kids’ zone 
as a fundraiser for their nonprofit 
organization.

The park, located at 38116 Fifth Ave., 
will be stock full of vendors as no more 
spaces are available. However, silent 
auction items and raffle prizes will be 
accepted the day of the event.

While Bradley was not sure how many 
people attended last year’s Summerfest, 
she encouraged people to get there before 
8 p.m. for a good parking spot. Entry and 
parking is free.

“It’s basically everything you like about 
summer, and some of what you don’t like, 
which is the heat, which is why it’s at 
night,” Bradley said, laughing.

Visit www.simplyeventsfl.com for 
more information on Summerfest.

Summerfest • Continued from Page 1A

The sky above Zephyr Lake exploded with color during the fireworks display at the 
close of Summerfest last year. Photo by Dave Walters
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SAVE THE DATE!

This popular annual event began in 1967 and put San Antonio Florida on the map ! It is the primary fundraiser for charitable projects organized by the Thomas Promise Foundation. 
The event kicks off with the annual Rattlesnake Run, and features free admission, traditional snake shows and wooden gopher tortoise races, live music , handmade arts and crafts 
children’s games, pony rides ,food vendors, beer garden and so much more. 2017 marks the 51st anniversary of this great community event.

Oct. 21st • 9am-5pm  |  Oct. 22nd • 11am-4pm
Now taking applications for food and craft vendors

Call for more information (813) 782-0000


