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The Road Of
The Future

Physical Changes
Underway For
State Road 56

Story and photo by Max Zimmerman

What costs nearly $11 million a mile
and grows in your backyard?

It's the long-awaited,  much-
anticipated four-lane connector known
as the State Road 56 Extension and east-
west commuters cannot wait for it to be
open.

But it will take three years to complete.

Motorists on Morris Bridge Road
have noticed crews have burned and
cleared land so the Florida Department
of Transportation can do prep work for
the six-mile road.

The FDOT project is crucial to ease
congestion along the State Road 54
corridor as well as accommodate the
growth in the greater Zephyrhills area.

Much like the existing portion of S.R.
56 from Bruce B. Downs to Meadow
Pointe Road in Wesley Chapel, the
extension will also feature a 10-foot wide
multi-use path on the south side of the
roadway. It will have a 5-foot sidewalk

Road ° continued on Page 5A
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Downtown’s Next Big Thing

Jodie Biston-Rogers, left, and Melissa Swanstrom look through the first opening made for

the French patio doors that will lead out to the patio.

Photo Provided

April 20, 2017

New Venue Going
Into Old Bank Building

vy Keri McAlpine

The entrance to downtown’s Main
Street from Gall Boulevard is getting a new
addition. Rather than the hulking empty
building at 38421 Fifth Ave. greeting
merchants and visitors, something much
more lively will soon be taking its place.

Zephyrhills residents Jodie Biston-
Rogers, Melissa Swanstrom and a third,
silent partner have been thinking about
opening up a downtown hot spot for
years. After considering several locations,

Venue ¢ Continued on Page 6A

FHZ’s Sunrise Serv1ce Uplifting

Annual Easter Celebration
Draws Hundreds

Story and photos by Dave Walters

Pastor Nick Deford of the First Church of the Nazarene
incorporated technology into his message to the hundreds of
folks assembled for the Easter sunrise service on the lawn of

Florida Hospital Zephyrhills.

While delivering his message, the morning darkness gave
way to light as the sun rose above the hospital.

He encouraged those in attendance to get out their cell
phones and send a text to someone in their contact list with
the message of “He is risen! Why do you look for the living

among the dead?”

The question comes from Luke Chapter 24, when the

Sunrise ¢ Continued on Page 7A

Pastor Nick Deford of the First Church of the Nazarene delivers
the message Sunday during the Easter Sunrise Service on the
lawn of Florida Hospital Zephyrhills.

thtle Leagu Steps Up To The Challenge

Special Division Established For Special Kids

Kole Allen and his dad, Mike, are thrilled
that the Challenger Division is part of the

Zephyrhills Little League.  proto Provided

by Dave Walters

Six-year-old Kole Allen of Zephyrhills
isn’t going to be one of those young
baseball players who will be a force in the
Little League system, move on to travel
ball squads and end up a stud on the high
school diamond.

Instead, this happy little guy, born with
Down Syndrome, enjoys every second on
the baseball field as part of a Challenger
Division of Little League in Dade City.

This fall, Kole will be part of the
inaugural Zephyrhills Little League
Challenger Division where dozens
of players with mental and physical
challenges ages 4-18 will enjoy the game
of baseball with hundreds of other baseball

and softball players in Zephyrhills.

The  Challenger Division  was
established in 1989 as a separate division
of Little League. Today, more than 30,000
children participate in more than 900
Challenger Divisions worldwide.

“Its about his social development and
interaction with kids,” said Kole’s father,
Mike Allen. “It teaches him physical
development and coordination in a fun
atmosphere.

“It also gives children like Kole the
opportunity to do what some may think
they can’t because of his special needs.”

There’s another aspect that can’t be
overlooked.

Challenger ¢ Continued on Page 3A
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Zephyrhills Arrests

|

Woman Batters Disabled Adult As ‘Discipline’

Virginia Katherine Merkel, 49, of 12007 Old Lakeland
Highway, was arrested by Zephyrhills
police on March 5 on a charge of battery
on a disabled adult in connection with
an incident that occurred on Dec. 11,
2016. Police responded to a report of a
disturbance at Coney Island, 5327 Gall
1| Blvd., and were told by several witnesses
that Merkel had grabbed and struck the
victim several times. The witnesses said the victim ap-
peared to be disabled. A video reportedly showed Merkel
grabbing the victim’s face twice while waiting in line.
Merkel also allegedly grabbed the victim’s face and threw
it back while they were eating. She appeared to intention-
ally strike the victim with an open hand in a way that
would reasonably be expected to cause injury. Merkel
lives with the victim who reportedly has Down’s Syn-
drome with autistic tendencies and is nonverbal. Merkel
told police post Miranda that she had struck the victim
and advised that is how they discipline the disabled.
Merkel was booked into the Pasco County Jail.

Paula Marie Barnett, 26, of Kenton, Ohio, was arrested
by Zephyrhills police on April 2 on a
charge of domestic battery after she and
the victim reportedly became involved
in a physical confrontation involving the
pushing and scratching of one another.
Barnett and the victim are cousins but
do not reside at the same address. The
victim and a witness positively identi-

fied Barnett.

Kristina Ann Darby, 32, of 5719 13th St., was arrested
by Zephyrhills police on March 30 on a
charge of retail theft and apprehended
on a Pasco County warrant charging her
with failure to appear - larceny. She al-
legedly removed a bag of Starburst Gum-
mies, valued at $4.49, from a shelf, con-
cealed it and left 7-Eleven, 38544 Fifth
Ave., without paying for the item. Post

Miranda, Darby said she didn’t pay for the item because

she thought a friend had paid for it.

Kelli Nicole Carter, 25, of 3651 Florida Ranch Blvd., was
arrested by Zephyrhills police on March 31 on a charge
of criminal mischief — $201-$999. Carter was reportedly
involved in an argument with the victim’s girlfriend at
Walmart, 7631 Gall Blvd. That argument did not become
physical. Carter and the victim’s girlfriend reportedly had
prior knowledge of one another. Carter allegedly “keyed”
the victim’s vehicle while it was parked in the Walmart
parking lot and she was recorded on a surveillance video
while doing so. Carter admitted while talking to an officer
at the police department that she had “keyed” the victim’s
vehicle.
James Michael Doggett, 28, of Tampa, was
apprehended by Zephyrhills police on
April 1 on two Hillsborough County
warrants charging him with failure to
appear — unlawful possession of personal
identification and FTA - petit theft. Con-
tact was made with Doggett at Hibbett
Sports, 7435 Gall Blvd., and he was
booked into the Pasco County Jail upon
confirmation of the warrants.
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Ramiro Lee Castro, 23, of 15141 Manatee Ave., Dade
City, was arrested by Zephyrhills police
on April 1 on a charge of disorderly in-
toxication. Police were dispatched to the
Zephyrhills Woman’s Club, 38549 Fifth
Ave., regarding a fight in the area. Cas-
tro was observed on the ground, crying
and yelling at other people and swearing
at officers standing near him. A family
member told police that Castro had recently lost a family
member and that he was intoxicated. He reportedly exhib-
ited indications of intoxication, including slurred speech,
watery eyes and a smell of alcohol on his breath. Castro
allegedly threatened to strike a family member or a police
officer if they tried to stop him from attempting to bang
on walls and kick things in his vicinity.

Willie Lavan Fredrick, 24, of Bartow, was arrested by
Zephyrhills police on April 6 on a charge
of possession of cocaine and two Polk
County warrants charging him with fail-
ure to appear — false report of a crime
($500 bond) and violation of probation
— resisting an officer with violence (no
bond). Fredrick waved down officers on
Chancey Road at 1:20 p.m. and appeared
to be in need of assistance. A small plastic bag containing
a white powdery substance was found when Fredrick was
searched after he was arrested. A field test indicated the
contents of the bag were 0.03 grams of cocaine. He was
booked into the Pasco County Jail after the warrants were
confirmed.

Dallas Cameron Wimberly, 21, of 5932 15th St., was
arrested by Zephyrhills police on March
29 on charges of possession of more than
20 grams of marijuana and possession of
paraphernalia. Police stopped a car
Wimberly was driving because one of
the car’s headlights was not working. An
odor of marijuana could be detected em-
anating from within the car. Wimberly
spontaneously stated, “I have marijuana in the car, and it’s
alot.” Police found a black bag inside the car and the bag
contained a large amount (226.6 grams) of a green leafy
substance that field tested positive as marijuana. A glass
pipe with marijuana residue was also found in the car
along with a wooden pipe with marijuana residue. Post
Miranda, Wimberly told the police that the marijuana was
his and that it was for personal use.

Molly Hannah Adams, 23, of 38651 Rose Lane, was
arrested by Zephyrhills police on April 4
on a charge of domestic battery. The vic-
tim told police she had been involved in
a verbal argument with Adams, who is
her wife. The victim reportedly con-
fronted Adams while she was passed out
in her vehicle with a meth pipe in her
lap and tried to talk to Adams after they
went inside their residence. Adams allegedly struck her on
the mouth with a closed fist. The victim then reportedly
flushed Adams’ meth down the toilet and Adams allegedly
became upset and struck her on the mouth again with a
closed fist. The victim said she tried to leave the room but
Adams pulled her by the hair and struck her over the head
and on her hand with a hair brush. The victim had a swol-
len lip that was consistent with her account of having

been struck. Children who were on the scene reportedly
told police Adams told them to call the police before she
beats their mother up. Post Miranda, Adams denied the
allegations.

Ronald Edward Hummerick, 57, of 4444 Clay St., was
p arrested by Zephyrhills police on April 8
on charges of possession of a controlled
substance without a prescription, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia, resisting an
officer without violence and failure to
register a motor vehicle. Police stopped
| Hummerick for allegedly driving 44-
" mph in a posted 30-mph zone. No tag
was attached to the vehicle and a records check indicated
that the vehicle was not registered and no tag had been
assigned to it. It was impounded on scene and an inven-
tory was conducted during which a black pouch, contain-
ing a digital scale with white residue, was found in the
center console. The substance field tested positive for oxy-
codone and Hummerick said he did not have a prescrip-
tion for the drug. While being placed in handcuffs, Hum-
merick reportedly pulled away, and resisted the officer.

Justin Ryan Whitman, 33, of 10831 Hilldale Drive,
Dade City, was arrested by Zephyrhills
police on April 2 on a charge of retail
theft in connection with a Jan. 13 inci-
dent at Walmart. 7631 Gall Blvd. He was
observed on surveillance video entering
the store through the grocery entrance
with a used car battery on his shoulder
and going to the automotive department
while it was closed. He allegedly placed the used battery
on the checkout counter and took a new battery from the
shelf and placed it next to the used battery. He then alleg-
edly placed the color-coded caps of the new battery on the
old battery and left without paying for the new battery
that was valued at $66.75.

William Brett Pace, 33, of 38053 Lawanda Loop, was
arrested by Zephyrhills police on April

(

10 on a charge of petit retail theft in con-

nection with an incident that occurred

c on April 2 at Walmart, 7631 Gall Blvd.

He allegedly selected two items, valued

at $138, and placed price tags for lower

u priced items on them. He then allegedly

went through the self-checkout area and

paid $4 for the items and left the store. He was arrested

after he was located at the store on April 10. Post Miran-

da, Pace said he did not recall the incident and requested
to speak to an attorney.

Kevin Richard Hill, 54, of 38710 Waverly Ave., was
apprehended by Zephyrhills police on
April 6 on to Pasco County warrants
charging him with failure to appear. Po-
lice had been on their way to Hill’s resi-
dence but stopped him on State Road 54
when they saw him driving a car on
State Road 54. He was booked into the
Pasco County Jail after the warrants

were confirmed.

The information provided in the Zephyrhills Police report is
taken from public record. All parties are considered innocent
until proven guilty.
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Shannon Michelle Boyd, 43, of
37914 Bailey Hill Road, Dade City,
was arrested by Zephyrhills police two
weeks ago on various charges.

On April 9, she was charged with
possession of methamphetamine,
possession of paraphernalia and two
counts of possession of a controlled

substance without a prescription
(hydromorphone and synthetic
opiates).

On April 10, she was charged with
leaving the scene of a crash and driving
while license suspended or revoked
with knowledge.

Police were called to Dollar General,
5919 Gall Blvd., on April 9 regarding
an unwanted guest.

Boyd was arrested there on an active
Pasco County warrant charging her
with failure to appear — petit theft.

A search conducted after she was
arrested resulted in the discovery
of one large methamphetamine
pipe with residue and one small
methamphetamine pipe with residue,
a loaded syringe which field tested
positive for methamphetamine, a metal
cylinder with 1.3 grams of meth and
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Woman Faces Drug
And Driving Charges

1.5 white pills that were identified
as hydromorphone, a Schedule 2
controlled substance.

A small bag found inside Boyd’s purse
also reportedly contained .8 grams
of a powdery substance identified as
synthetic opiates.

Boyd first said Post Miranda that
the bags did belong to her and the
hydromorphone pills belonged to her
and that she had a prescription. She
said none of the other contraband items
belonged to her.

Boyd also allegedly left the scene of
a crash that occurred at Gall Boulevard
and Eiland Boulevard at 7:28 p.m. on
Feb. 27. Boyd reportedly told the driver
of the other vehicle that she didn’t have
a valid driver’s license or insurance and
asked that the police not be called.

Boyd allegedly nearly struck a nearby
witness when she left after seeing
that the other driver was calling the
police. The witness had told her to not
leave. Boyd refused to be interviewed
and hung up on a police officer when
he called her. The victim was able to
positively identify Boyd through a
photo pack on March 23. Boyd was
arrested while incarcerated at the
Pasco County Jail on the drug charges.

Challenger ° Continued from Page 1A

“You should see the smile. It’s a big
highlight in his week for sure,” Mike Allen
said. “All of the kids enjoy it. It puts a big
smile on our faces for sure. Kole is very
special to us.”

Spearheading the charge to start a
Challenger Division in Zephyrhills was
Zephyrhills Little League coach and
umpire Adam Wilkes.

“It’s a program that has been a long time
coming and in my opinion long overdue
in our community,” Wiles said. “With the
approval of the board, I put together some
information regarding what it would take
and the impact it would have, not only in
our organization, but more importantly
in our community and presented it to the
board. The board heard my request and
voted unanimously to start the division.”

Wilkes pointed out that adding the
Challenger Division means ZLL could
give what may be dozens of children
the opportunity to play a sport. It’s an
opportunity not afforded by many other
youth sports program in the community.

As a former Little Leaguer and now a
coach, Wilkes stresses that Little League is
more than just baseball. The game taught
him life lessons.

“I know Little League has probably
taught me more about life and values
than it probably has about baseball,” he
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said. “No child — and I mean no child -
even if [ have to carry this child down the
baseline, should be left out from the Little
League experience. I set a goal to get this
deal done and thankfully the board is very
motivated and to get it done. I'm thankful
for them.”

Teams are set up according to abilities,
rather than age, and can include as many
as 15-20 players. Challenger games can
be played as tee ball games, coach pitch,
player pitch, or a combination of the
three.

In a Challenger game, each player gets
a chance to bat. The side is retired when
the offense has batted through the roster,
when a pre-determined number of runs
have been scored, or when three outs are
recorded. Little League recommends that
no score be kept during Challenger games.
The players wear the same uniforms,
shoulder patches and safety equipment as
other Little League players.

One of the benefits of having a
Challenger Division is it encourages
the use of “buddies” for the Challenger
players. The buddies assist the Challenger
players on the field, but whenever possible,
encourage the players to bat and make
plays themselves. However, the buddy is
always nearby to help when needed.

“We will have kids in other divisions

April 20, 2017 - 3A

Solemn Observance

Good Friday.

Seven stops were made between St. Joseph’s Catholic Church and the First
United Methodist Church during the Good Friday Walk of the Cross held on

Photo by Chris Drews

of Little League come out and pair up
with a challenger player and assist them,”
Wilkes added. “This puts them in contact
with a child that is mentally or physically
handicapped. That alone can teach these

children more about handicaps and how
to work with these kids and befriend them.

“We live in a very diverse community.
This is one small way we can all help each
other out.”
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East Pasco Events

April 20 - CareerSource Mobile
One: Job Search and Career
Assistance - Held from 9:45 a.m.-
3:45 p.m. at New River Library, 34043
S.R. 54. Job seekers, get the help you
need searching for work, creating
and printing resumes, accessing
local and statewide job listings, and
getting information about programs
provided by CareerSource - all for
free. The One Stop is Pasco Hernando
CareerSource’s Mobile Unit. It is a self-
contained resource room on wheels
with 12 computer stations; satellite
internet and telecommunications; and
printing/copying capabilities. Call
(813) 788-6375 for information.

April 22 - Project Patriotism Golf
Scramble - Benefiting Zephyrhills
High School JROTC. Held at Tampa
Bay Golf and Country Club at I-75
and State Road 52. Event kicks off
at 7:40 a.m. with the presentation of
our nation’s colors followed by 18
holes of team scramble golf. Lunch
follows golf in the newly remodeled
country club where the winners will
be announced, and prizes awarded. A
silent auction and raffles will also be
featured. Contact Jen Wedge at (813)
323-8034 or Jen-wedge@yahoo.com
for information.

April 22 — Rugged Maniac - Held at
the Little Everglades Ranch, 17951
Hamilton Road. Come for the 25 epic
obstacle course over three miles of
fun and one rockin’ party. Visit www.
ruggedmaniac.com for tickets and
information.

April 24 - Supplements: Get the Real
Story — What kind of supplements
will truly benefit your wellbeing
and nutritional intake? This free
informative presentation is facilitated
by exercise physiologist Felix
Bangkuai, BS. Call (813) 779-6476 for
required reservations. Held from 2-3
p-m. at the Creation Health Wellness
Center, 38233 Daughtery Road. Visit
FHZeph.org for information.

April 25 - Benefits of Coconut -
Doctors Duane and Nancy McEndree
will explain the marvelous benefits of
this versatile fruit. Held from 3-4 p.m.
at the Creation Health Wellness Center,
38233 Daughtery Road. Call (813)
779-6476 for required reservations.
Visit FHZeph.org for information.

April 26 - Denim Day - Wearing
jeans on denim day has become a
symbol of protest against erroneous
and destructive attitudes about
sexual assault. Sunrise’s Denim Day

campaign is in support of the effort
to wear jeans with a purpose, support
survivors and to educate yourself and
others about sexual assault. For a
$5 donation, you and your staff can
wear jeans with a purpose, support
survivors, and educate yourself and
others about sexual assault. To sign
up, please contact us at (352) 521-
3358 or events@sunrisepasco.org.

April 27 - Veteran Benefits
Information — Attention all veterans.
An informational meeting on VA
benefits will be held at the American
Legion Post #15 at 37745 Church
Ave. in Dade City at 6 p.m. Learn
about your benefits and how to file a
claim. There will be service officers
from both the American Legion and
the DAV there to set up appointments
and assist you in filing a claim.

April 28 - Cooking Demo: Indian
Cuisine — Back by popular demand
is an Indian cuisine cooking
demonstration with new recipes.
Join the fun and live healthfully. Co-
facilitated by Myriam Parham and
Veena Batra. Reservations required,
call (813) 779-6476 by April 26. Held
from 2-3 p.m. at the Creation Health
Wellness Center, 38233 Daughtery
Road. Call (813) 779-6476 for
required reservations. Visit FHZeph.
org for information.

April 29 - YMCA Healthy Kids Day
— The community is invited to free
Healthy Kids Day events hosted at
the local East Pasco Family YMCA,
37301 Chapel Hill Loop, from 10
a.m.-1 p.m. The goal of Healthy Kids
Day is to teach healthy habits for kids
and families, encourage physical and
mental play and inspire a lifetime love
of exercise. Call (813) 780-9622 for
information.

May 13 - Unusual Plant Propagation
Methods - Join us to learn of the
many easy and unusual ways we can
propagate plants at this seminar, held
from 10-11 a.m. at the Zephyrhills
Library, 5347 Eighth St. We will
discuss the methods as well as take
a look at some hands-on examples.
Registration required. Call the UF/
IFAS Pasco County Extension Office at
(352) 518-0156 for information.

To submit an event, email your
information to Events@PascoNewsPubs.
com or call (813) 783-1300 — one week
BEFORE the Thursday publication date.
Maximum 50 words. Subject to available
room and editing.

For more events visit www.pasconewspubs.com

First
Things
First

Greg First

Time For A
Rain Dance

In case you didn’t know there are
restrictions on watering right here in
Pasco County and it doesn’t take a
genius to know who isn’t following the
guidelines. The rules are set for a reason
and clearly limit how often you are
allowed to water: ignorance of the law is
no excuse. I walk early just about every
morning and it’s pretty easy to tell who
is ignoring the specified watering days.

The county’s watering restrictions
allow residents to water only one day a
week until further notice.

I am pretty sure many of you don’t
know, so below is your watering day.

You may water on: Monday, if your
house number ends in 0 or 1; Tuesday,
if your house number ends in 2 or 3;
Wednesday, if your house number ends
in 4 or 5: Thursday, if your house number
ends in 6 or 7; and Friday, if your house
number ends in 8 or 9.

You are not allowed to water between
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8 am. and 6 p.m., and watering is not
allowed on Saturday or Sunday.

The washing of vehicles, mobile
homes, campers, boats or any other type
of motor vehicle must be done on the day
you are authorized to water provided
that your watering device has a shut-off.
The rule says a self-canceling nozzle or
automatic shut-off device must be used.
I have a hose with a shut-off like most
people. No bending the hose to shut off
the water is allowed, like some of us have
been known to do.

There are some exceptions to the rule.

New plant materials — lawns and
landscaping — can be watered daily for
the first 30 days. This exception begins
on the day of installation. From day 31 to
60 new plant materials may be watered
three times a week. Pressure washing is
allowed for painting or maintenance. Car
wash fundraisers on behalf of nonprofit
organizations are allowed.

The county has also set a burn ban
because of the threat of wildfires. There
have been multiple fires in the western
part of Pasco and the chance of rain isn’t
forecast until the end of the week. Unless
you have a burn permit about the only
thing you can do is use an outdoor grill
whereby the fire is contained.

These rules have been established to
protect all the citizens of Pasco County
and as dry as it is any spark could ignite
a fire that can quickly spread as we have
seen recently. If all of us follow the rules
we can keep from getting into a tragic
situation.

It is up to us as citizens to follow the
rules and for the ones who choose not to
follow them shame on you.

S.R. 54/56 Task Force Meeting

Phase Two Public Vision Study Held Today

The Pasco County Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO) is hosting a public
vision 54/56 task force meeting to continue
evaluating transportation solutions for the
State Road 54/56 Corridor, from U.S. 19
to Bruce B. Downs Boulevard. Anyone
interested in the Vision 54/56 Study is
invited to attend. Citizens will be able to
listen to the task force discussion and take
part in a public comment session.

This study is designed to determine the
best solutions for addressing congestion,
safety and mobility along the SR 54/56
Corridor. During Phase 1, the task force
recommended six major highway and
transit alternatives, five complementary
alternatives and one  do-nothing
alternative. The MPO Board approved
these alternatives for further evaluation in
Phase 2 of the study.

For a full list of the alternatives being
considered, visit bit.ly/2mYm9z3.

During Phase 2, the task force will take
a more detailed look at the recommended
alternatives and complementary
alternatives to ultimately select the
preferred alternatives that support the
vision for the SR 54/56 corridor.

The meeting will be held today from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Rasmussen College,
18600 Fernview St. in Land O’Lakes.

This is the first of three Vision 54/56
Task Force meetings to be held in 2017.
Representatives from Pasco County
Planning and Development, the MPO,
FDOT and the consulting team will be
available to take comments and answer
questions.

Visit the project website at: www.
vision54-56.com for more information
about the Vision 54/56 Study.

Visit the MPO website at: www.
pascompo.net for more information about
transportation planning in Pasco County.
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Hospital Receives Safe-Sleep Certification

Florida Hospital Zephyrhills was recently recognized
by the National Safe Sleep Hospital Certification Program
as a “Bronze Safe Sleep Hospital” for its commitment to
best practices and education on infant safe sleep. FHZ is
one of the first hospitals in Florida to receive the title.

The National Safe Sleep Hospital Certification
Program was created by Cribs for Kids, a Pittsburgh-
based organization dedicated to preventing infant, sleep-
related deaths because of accidental suffocation.

“Our hospital is committed to reducing infant,
sleep related deaths by promoting and educating our
community on best safe sleep practices,” said Sonia
Yaksich, Women’s Health Services Navigator for FHZ.
“We are proud to be recognized as one of the first
hospitals in the State of Florida to earn this certification.”

In addition to being Cribs for Kids partners, FHZ
was recognized for following the safe sleep guidelines
recommended by the American Academy of Pediatrics

and providing training programs for parents, staff and
the community. Community outreach includes education
at local events, hospital events and inpatient baby care
classes.

“Sleep-Related Death (SRD) results in the loss of more
than 3,500 infants every year in the U.S.,” said Michael
H. Goodstein, MD, neonatologist and medical director
of research at Cribs for Kids. “We know that consistent
education can have a profound effect on infant mortality,
and this program is designed to encourage safe sleep
education and to recognize those hospitals that are
taking an active role in reducing these preventable
deaths.” This program is well-aligned with the Maternal
Child Health Bureau’s vision of reducing infant mortality
through the promotion of infant sleep safety as outlined
in Infant Mortality ColIN Initiative. Thirty-six states have
designated SIDS/SUID/SRD as their emphasis to reduce
infant mortality.
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City Seeks Help To
Win Park Makeover

The City of Zephyrhills is asking residents
to nominate the city to earn a $20,000 “Meet
Me at the Park” grant for a park makeover.

The winning grant will be provided by the
National Recreation and Park Association
through a partnership with the Walt Disney Co.,
the Disney/ABC Television Group and ESPN to
revitalize parks across the United States.

The city receiving the most nominations
by the end of April will receive the $20,000
grant.

Supporters can vote each day for Zephyrhills
at NRPA.org/Belnspired though April 30.

Road ¢ continued from Page 1A

on the north side of the road and include
7-foot bicycle lanes on the shoulders in
each direction.

As the extension intersects Morris
Bridge Road, turn lanes to access S.R. 56
will be added to the north-south artery
and new asphalt will cover about a half-
mile. A traffic signal is set for installation
in the spring of 2018, according to David
Botello, public information officer for
District 7 of FDOT.

An FDOT project update sheet indicates
the road is projected to open to traffic in
2020.

Cone & Graham is conducting the
preparation work and Atkins has been
contracted to oversee the construction.

The project comes with a price tag of

Crews recently cleared and burned a path east of Morris Bridge Road for what will eventually become part of the State Road 56
extension from Wesley Chapel to U.S. Route 301.

nearly $58 million and does not include
$8 million that will be paid in interest.
The City of Zephyrhills will pay $152,000
of the project’s cost; the rest will paid by
the county and state.

Pasco County and Zephyrhills see a big
payoff for the road extension in the future.

It took pressure from Zephyrhills City
Council and state Rep. Danny Burgess
to beat back the state’s decision to scale
down the extension as only a two-lane
connector.

But once the county came on board
with the necessary infusion of grant

money, the plan ended up to be a four-
lane road as originally pitched.

Also in the works to ease the east-west
angst, the widening of State Road 54 is in
its early stages.

City officials have long dreamt of the
connector serving as an economic boon

for the Chancey Road industrial zone and
municipal airport.

But those who enjoy the rural peace
below Zephyrhills aren’t likely to share
their glee: four developers are planning to
add up to 11,000 homes along the new
route.

c

Your biggest blessing deserves
The Birth Day Experience”

Let The Birth Day Experience™ team quide you as you start discovering your child's unique
personality. Our birth advocates will provide support and helpful lips on your baby's
growth and development. And, our education programs and support groups will connect

Dream - Deliver « |

= 5

N
/1

L

you with helpful resources including a community of new moms. Celebrate your baby's
only real Birth Day al Florida Hospital Zephyrhills. We'll support you every
step of the way on one of life's most precious journeys.

HOSPITAL
ZEPHYRHILLS

i 'Fi‘AdVEI']J_iS[u!.ﬂ.:-—H S5YSTEM

This is inspired obstetrical care.

Find a physician or take a virtual tour at A UEsints
InspiredBirthDay.com - (844) 441-BABY




6A < April 20, 2017

www.badcock.com

BadCOCk&more

HOME FURNITURE
Prices and offers effective Apl 11 - April 24, 2017

H-D.P.HUHS ] {Shawm with 3 Armile 2 Cornar & Ot

Your choice of: A+n1re~,5 chalr I|EI1"EI Cornm
wedge 119124, or Ottoman 119125

[SilE _sam 95

T — $998

2PC SEGTIDN#.L includes LAF sectional and
RAF sectional

#mumwmmb-mhm
of $1,0000 of mam o) W Meprwed Badcock st

miulied by
om0 e frierchuies mmHHWHwaﬁ

?Elﬂﬂ?ﬂ

SAVE sJl!llﬂ!

ME.TﬂLIhID[] I 549

N

h
1hi frsnnod ittacur] Ly el basiggity of i promutami g, M e ol
prcmntionil pecnd, FIMANCE CHARGES!
nﬂuﬂnﬂ#ww wmﬂ-nﬂl'“ﬂﬂn—n

HEATHER

Your Hometown News Source * zephyrhillsfreepress.com

Zephyrhills Free Press

NO CREDIT

Sﬁ'ﬂfi!ﬂi 95

Venue ° Continued from Page 1A

the team decided to purchase the old bank
building from Biston-Rogers’ father.

After starting reconstruction in mid-
February, a two-story live entertainment
venue, bar and lounge is projected to be
finished around December.

Cougars On Fifth is the name of the
game for the upscale lounge designed to
have a French Quarter/Ybor City vibe.

“To me it’s going to fill a big void in
Zephyrhills. 'm hoping it will help boost
the downtown activities,” Biston-Rogers
said. “We’ve envisioned this for a while and
thought Zephyrhills needed something like
this ... restaurants in that area that don’t
get enough foot traffic. People don’t think
of coming to Zephyrhills for a full night.”

The bar will operate with a full liquor
license, but will not serve food in order
to try to help steer business to already
established downtown restaurants. Biston-
Rogers said she hopes with the addition of
Cougars, more people will consider visiting
Zephyrhills for a full day of shopping,
eating and evening entertainment.

“I hope we can all work together to
boost Zephyrhills and bring people to the
area to see what we have to offer,” she
said.

Cougars’ addition to Main Street will
make for four establishments serving
alcohol along the downtown strip with
Manolo’s, 4/1 Gentlemens Quarters and
Zephyrhills Brewing Company. Biston-
Rogers said she was a little worried she
might be met with some resentment for
that fact, but that overall everyone has
been supportive and excited.

“Members of the community are excited
to see something happening downtown,”
she said.

The management team plans to organize

This conceptual drawing that was created a few years back shows the original design for
the building. It will still have the same “French quarter feel” but the location of the patio
doors have been changed and a walk up service area has been added.

Photos Provided

Melissa Swanstrom, left, and Jodie
Biston-Rogers do demolition work.

several activities for the business, including
live concerts, line dancing nights, and
making the venue space available for local
organizations and groups to hold events.

Originally built in 1972, the 10,000
square foot building’s previous tenants
have been a slew of different banks
throughout the years.

In the downstairs area, 5,000 square feet
will serve as a live music venue, and will
probably remain open only on weekend
nights or for special events. Upstairs, 600
square feet were gutted in order to make a
balcony to overlook Fifth Avenue as well
as the venue and stage inside. The upstairs
sports bar area will be open “all the time.”

Biston-Rogers and Swanstrom do not
want to commit to hosting a specific genre
of live music — they are open to all forms
and want to provide a space for what the
people of Zephyrhills want.

“It’s going to be a big thing for
Zephyrhills ... there’s so much potential,”
Biston-Rogers said.
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Florida Hospital Zephyrhills CEO Randy
Surber welcomes the hundreds of people
in attendance to the Easter Sunrise
Service at FHZ.
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Sunrise ¢ Continued from Page 1A

angels ask the women who have come
to Jesus’ tomb why have they come to
the place. Deford said that Jesus is the
living one, and that basically too many
times we go looking for answers among
the dead when we should instead focus
on the living.

“We need to spread that message to as
many people as we can come in contact
with,” Deford said.

He also told the crowd that 73 percent
of the residents of Pasco don’t have a
religious affiliation.

Florida Hospital Zephyrhills CEO
Randy Surber felt as blessed as anyone
seeing the sprawling lawn filled with
people enjoying the Easter sunrise
service.

“You can’t get any better than this,”
Surber said. “This is such a great event
for our community and for our hospital.
It is wonderful. I always think they can’t
get any better and they always do.

“This is where we should be on this
morning.”

Presented in partnership with the

The musical group The Sound provided the musical entertainment for the crowd at the

Easter Sunrise Service.

April 20, 2017 - 7A

Hundreds of people filled the lawn at Florida Hospital Zephyrhills to take part in the

Easter Sunrise Service.

Zephyrhills/Wesley Chapel Ministerial
Association, the event featured musical
entertainment from The Sound.

Deford was honored to have such
a large audience of many different
denominations.

[ LU e
Garret Hamblen, Director of the Loving
Hands Ministries of Dade City, takes
the podium for the offering during the
Easter Sunrise Service at Florida Hospital
Zephyrhills.

“This is one of the biggest honors
I get,” said Deford, the vice president
of the Zephyrhills/Wesley Chapel
Ministerial Association. “I never set out
to be a rock star. This is as close as I get
to it.”

Florida Hospital Zephyrhills Senior
Chaplain Doug Higgins delivers the
invocation during the Easter Sunrise
Service.
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Members of Moose Lodge #2276 in
Zephyrhills raised money for Gulfside
Hospice through bingo nights, and
then received a matching donation
from the lodge to increase the total to
$1,000.

Since 2013, the Moose Lodge has
donated more than $3,000 to support
Gulfside Hospice to show their
appreciation for the quality care given

The Moose Lodge
#276 Donates $1,000
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The Moose Lodge #2276 in Zephyrhills recently donated $1,000 to Gulfside Hospice.
Pictured, from left, Chuck Plourd, Carla Armstrong and Larry Glass.
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to several of their members during the
past years.

“The members of this group have
always been supporters of the local
community, and we are always
grateful for the support we receive
from the Moose Lodge as their local
hospice in Zephyrhills,” said Gulfside
Hospice Director of Philanthropy
Carla Armstrong.

Tell The County What’s Important
Annual Online Survey Has Effect On Budget

Staff Report

Pasco County has released its annual
public survey, providing residents a
chance to sound off on important local
issues.

Results of the survey “are often used”
for budgetary purposes, according to a
press release from the Public Information
Office.

The Citizen Survey is available online
and will remain open through May 31.

The survey focuses how often citizens
use county government-provided services
and solicits feedback on how well the
county is providing those services.

Last year’s survey produced 4,642
responses, an impressive 250 percent
increase from 2015.

“We had an incredible response to the
Online Citizen Survey last year,” said Dr.
Marc Bellas, Organizational Performance
Management Director. “The survey is
a way for residents to be a part of the
decision making process. It’s vital for
the Board [of County Commissioners] to
know what issues are important to our
citizens.”

To take the survey, visit the Pasco
County website at www.pascocountyfl.
net and click on the survey link on the
homepage.
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